Regio and diastereoselective lactonisation of enolisable 1,3-dicarbonyls by reaction with mesoionic 1,3-oxazolium-5-olates.
The one-pot reaction of enolisable 1,3-dicarbonyls and N-methyl-1,3-oxazolium-5-olate derivatives provided enol lactones directly in good yield and with excellent regio- and diastereocontrol.